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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting  held on Tuesday 20’th July 2010 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair 
  Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Peter Brace  (PB) : Earith PC 
Jill Prangnell  (JP) : Colne 
Margaret Harlock (MH) : Warboys PC 
Tina Yates  (TY) : Fenstanton PC 
Bob Armit  (BA) : Earith PC  
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 

   
1 Apologies 
 
Bill Halford, Jon Neish, Colin Saunderson, Terry Rogers 
 
The chair welcomed Margaret Harlock who is the new representative for Warboys PC. 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  17’th May  2010 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on May 17’th, 2010  were approved without 
amendment. 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
Donations: 
Action: TY to put OM in touch with Fenstanton PC in September to ask for a donation 
for the RSG.  
 
Ramsey Forum: 



MH said they could have a topic for the Ramsey Forum regarding safety problems with  
their new play area. PB said she should write to Highways about this. It could be under 
the £32k limit for small projects.  
 
Needingworth: 
OM had contacted Needingworth re: future attendance at meetings. Jon Neish replied that  
he would be happy to come in future but is currently suffering from a serious injury. 
 
4 Correspondence 
 
Warboys: 
A letter had been received from Warboys PC confirming the appointment of MH as their 
new RSC member. 
 
Huntingdonshire District Council: 
The council has written confirming that their representatives on the RSC are; 
Cllr M F Newman, Cllr T V Rogers and Mrs J Chandler. 
 
5 Neighbourhood Forum Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum  Report 
 
CS had reported that at the recent St. Ives Forum serious concern about speeding along 
the A1123 outside Houghton was expressed by one individual. PB added that be believed 
speeding comes low on the list of priorities.  
 
ML said that there had been some complaints about the new speed limits west of St. Ives 
where there were too many limit changes which were confusing. LC  said that these 
would alter again when the development at Houghton Hill goes ahead.  
 
OM talked briefly about the way in which the recommendations in Parish Plans are 
supposed to feed into the Forums. In most parish plans concerns over traffic and speeding 
are high on the agenda yet these concerns are not being taken seriously within the 
Forums. 
 
PB said that cameras should be put in High Streets to reduce speeds. Although they don’t 
work everywhere they can be very effective in the right places. The Forums seem to 
concentrate mostly on anti-social activities. Yet speeding is also an anti-social activity 
and has been described as such by the Chief Constable.  But basically the police don’t 
have enough resources to deal with it.   
 
JP added that other safety issues were not being addressed such as Mobile phone use 
while driving. 
 
PB suggested that Speedwatch should write to the Chief Constable on this issue. 
BA advised that it might be better to write to the police authority and copy to the Chief 
Constable.  
 
JC asked what happens to the none prioritized items at the Forums. PB replied that they 
are just ignored. 



 
The next St. Ives Forum is not until October so we can find an issue to raise at the next 
RSC meeting in September. 
 
Ramsey Forum  
 
The Ramsey Forum takes places tomorrow, July 21’st. There has been no response from 
PCs in the Ramsey Area on items to put forward at this forum.  
 
LC asked if these Forums are worthwhile? ML and PB are also not sure they are any use. 
The process  was more effective when it was solely a  police meeting as the police could 
enforce things. There is no enforcement capability. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 2 Speeding in Pidley – Map #2 
Issue There have been several accidents. The police are unable to act because that section of the 

road is too short. Volunteers can be used with a hand-held speed-gun, but they must come 
from a different part of the district. There is only one policeman available 
Awaiting funding. CCC say they may have funds for the Fenton end of Pidley.  
 
KS said the Speedwatch  rules have changed and they will allow locals to do checks 
themselves. KS would be happy to do it. Pidley to consider this offer from Speedwatch 
MN said that this was still a real problem. 
BC added that the rules make it very hard because of CPS guidelines. They must be 0.2 
miles inside the village. 
CS  believes we have to prove it is a serious problem. Pidley PC should approach the new 
sector inspector (Steve Poppitt)  to get a dispensation from the rules. 
This problem was presented as an item at the Ramsey Neighbourhood Forum meeting on 
April 20’th. 

Comment This issue was raised at the Ramsey Forum meeting.   
Actions Contact Mike Newman for an update on this item. 
 
 
 

Item 6 Low Road Speed Limit – (section opposite and beyond Mr Joneses). – Map #7 
Issue 
 
 
 
 

Speeding issue.  Speedwatch statistics say Low Road has the highest number of 
speeding vehicles in the area.  There were a number of Speedwatch surveys in August 
with a 15% hit rate. Fenstanton want us to push for speed reduction measures here. A 
camera is needed. Inspector Griffiths is putting in cables to measure speed. CS will keep 
us informed. There is speeding in both directions.  
CS reported that the rate of speeding was down from 20% to below 10%. There is a 
spike between 8.30am and 8.35am when the rate goes up to 25%and another spike at 
5.30pm in the evening. He felt that Speedwatch was winning the battle at the moment 
but more enforcement was needed. 
CSs comments about the dangers of the exit for construction traffic in Low Road when 
Jones's marina is extended were dismissed by the police.  

Comment TY thought that  there was a serious issue here with the marina construction and that 
there will be problems when construction starts. Most construction traffic will be going 
towards St. Ives which involves a right turn. Fenstanton PC is very concerned about this 



as well as the Speedwatch speeding statistics. 
Action OM to speak to the police and CS and we will monitor it.  
 
 
 

Item 9 St Audrey Lane, Speed Limit signs – Map #13 
Issue 
 
 
 

Cambridge Road Safety Engineering Team/Camera Partnership report that the combined 
camera/speed reminder sign is only for the beginning of such a section. However, a 
camera sign can be repeated at regular intervals within the section. We have offered to 
photograph this section if it would save a visit for placement purposes.  
 
OM reported that following a lengthy email correspondence with Andre Chabot the 
position of Cambs Transport Dept. remained unchanged in that they did not think the 
installation of 30mph repeater signs was either warranted or legal. They believe that  the  
 
OM reported that he had look at TSRGD guidelines and it was quite clear that repeater 
30MPH signs could not be used where there was street lighting as the lights indicated 
that the limit was 30MPH by default. However, roundels on the road surface were 
possible with a special dispensation. 
 
CS reported that Woodhurst has Repeater signs right through the village. He suggested 
we should bring this up again with Andre Chabot and also mention the possibility of 
roundels. 

Comment OM had emailed Andre Chabot to ask about dispensations and raising the other issues. 
This email had been acknowledged and he was waiting for a more detailed response. 

Actions OM to circulate response when received. 
 
 

Item 23 Guided Bus Route – North Road – Map #32 & #43 
Issue  
 

North Road is not suitable for buses or HCVs in both directions. An earlier plan was for 
both North Road and Pig Lane to be made one-way. The rising bollards should be used for 
their original purpose. Buses going through the town center should use the bollards. 
CS thinks the council will not agree with this due to perceived problems with the markets 
etc. PB also asked a question about the width of the road and if they can accommodate 
two buses passing. 

Comment OM had sent a letter to the Town Council expressing these views. 
Action Report response back to next meeting 
 
 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 

This new item is an amalgamation of previous items 12 & 22. The issue concerns the 
danger of accidents at Hill Rose as well as the implications of the Guided Bus which 
commences operation at the end of November 2009. 
Existing footpath on Houghton Road to be widened to 3m and made into a joint 
cycle/footpath, and a footpath may be provided on the north side. Houghton concerned 
at plans. 

Comment CS forgot to ask about Houghton Hill widening and new pavements. Council officials 
were present at the Forum but not the relevant ones and Clr Pegram was absent as well. 
The scheme is dependent upon S106 money and David Wilson Homes have been given 
some dispensation on this. He will make some enquiries. Contractors have now removed 
the remaining bits of hedge along Houghton Road but this seems to have been at the 
request of  the housebuilders.  



 
JC had also brought this issue up. Mothers and toddlers can’t cross the road safely. 
 
LC added that the footpath and cycle route is entirely inadequate.  It is far too narrow. 
 
TY said they had also  brought up the subject of cycle paths. The PC had emailed 
Sustrans about the St.Ives - Fenstanton route but had not got a reply. They wondered if 
Luminus might have some kind of responsibility here. 

Action OM to write about the state of the footpath and the fact that there is no provision for 
crossing. Copy to Luminus. 

 
 

7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6 
Issue Two ongoing problems with: 

1. George Corner 
2. Pedestrian crossings – speed and visibility issues 

Current efforts to slow traffic are focused on a new roundabout between Earith and 
Bluntisham as part of the Minnaars development. But County say this would be too 
expensive. 

Comment PB reorted that the CC had agreed to a roundabout on the A1123. Contractors will build 
the roundabout and the relief road. The problems at George corner will be eliminated. 
There is a proposal to make Colne Road one-way as well.  

Action PB to keep the RSC informed of progress 
 
Item 19 Galley Hill Junction 
Issue Traffic sometimes comes off Galley Hill roundabout into Fenstanton the wrong way down 

the one-way street. It was suggested that a sign on the road itself might be a solution, but 
there were some doubts that it might not be seen as the road was very steep. 

Comment TY had checked the slope here and it does plateau. She believed that they had been 
promised a No Entry sign here. 

Action OM to check if this has been done 
 
Item 25 Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way  
Issues The traffic at this point is fast and the West-going crossing is blind, making it particularly 

difficult for cycles and pedestrians to cross during the morning rush-hour.  
Speed limit also needs to be reviewed as the guided bus crossing is unsighted when 
approaching from the Hemmingford/low road  roundabout  

Comment TY said that the vegetation is a problem here now. It is difficult to see traffic coming 
round the roundabout. The sponsor should be contacted but better if two people write. 

Action Email OM with details of the sponsor so he can contact them. 
 
Item 26 Speeding both sides of Colne – Map #35 
Issue Speed-warning radar signs being ignored. 

Speedwatch volunteers were sought and two have now come forward. 
Comment ML had forwarded to Colne paperwork on the 30mph signs which are fixed to wheelie 

bins. The PC thinks this is a good idea. They had contacted the Road Safety Partnership 
but had not had a response. 
ML added that there has been some comment that these signs are repeater signs and are 



therefore illegal. CCC want to roll it out.  
JC said the best approach might be to buy some stickers and distribute them to villages. 

Action Update at next meeting 
 
8 Speedwatch Update 
 
CS repoted that he and David McCandless had met with Inspector. Poppitt. The inspector 
had ‘listened’ but so far nothing tangible had resulted as far as he was aware. He was also 
rather more than disappointed by the failure to locate and charge the individual who 
deliberately knocked over the Speedwatch equipment one Saturday afternoon in Hilton. 
  
Speedwatch activities were suspended for a week in mid June because the clerical staff  
could not handle the volume of work. 
 
9 Reports from Members 
 
Hemingford: KW reported that they have put in a bid for a minor funding scheme. The 
bid covers two areas of road. Firstly Armes Corner (the London Road cross roads into the 
village from the Vindis roundabout) which has a high accident rate, and Highways have 
identified a redesign that might improve things. The second is Victoria Terrace (just 
along from Armes Corner) where they are looking to improve the road layout for cyclists 
to reduce cycling on the pavement and increase safety for those cycling along the road. 
 
 St. Ives :  CS had supplied a written report 
 
Westfield School 
The recent campaign by John Davies about speeding outside Westfield school should be 
supported. CS said that  it was difficult to understand why all schools are not 
automatically given 20mph zones during arrival and departure times. 
 
Action: OM to write a letter to West Highways supporting the  20 MPH zone outside 
schools.  
  
Construction Costs 
CS had received an email along with other councilors giving information about third 
party funding for highway construction and related work. It is entitled Network 
Management No 6 April 2010.  
 
Action: OM to circulate the documents to Parish Councils. 
  
10 AOB 
 

None 
 

11 Date of Next Meeting 
21’st September.  This will be the RSC AGM. 

Nominations for Chairman and Vice-Chairman requested. 


